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BRITISH LADY 


TO HER 
COUNTRYWOMEN, 


ON THE 


OCCASION 


or THE 
PRESENT REBELLION, 


9 


MA ROMA to JUBA. 
1 ſhould be griev'd, young Pringe, to think my Preſence 
Unbent your T houghts, and flacken'd em to Arms. 
While, warm with olaugbier, our viftoricus Foe 
Threatens aloud, and calls you to the Field, 
Appison's CAT O. 
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Public Danger threatens the Nation, 
when univerſal Horror ſpreads its Ban- 
ner over us, when Slavery and Con- 
fuſion ſeem to be the terrible Proſpect 5 
HAS Dey ; | bs SS | Ore 


Mus T confeſs I am furprized, when. 


* 


(Th 

fore us; when we have a View of Religion, 
Order and Decency's being trampled under 
Foot; I fay I am ſurprized, at ſuch a Time, 
when the public Papers every Day abound 
with the Zeal which his Majeſty's male 
Subjects have ſo unanimouſly ſhewn on this 
Occaſion, that not one ſingle Inſtance 
ſhould be given of public Spirit among all 
the Females in this Nation. As if they 
had nothing to fear or to loſe in this Cop 
fit ; as if that Religion which they are 
known to profeſs with equal Zeal, at leaſt, 
to the Men, might be deſtroyed without 

alarming their Apprehenſions, or the Liber- 
ties and Propertics of almoſt the only Coun- 
try in which Women have any Share in 

| thoſe Bleſſings, might be invaded, without 


their endeavouring to exert themſelves in 


their Support. 


This ſurely cannot be the Caſe ; is it, 
therefore, my fair Countrywomen, that you 
imagine yourſelves of ſuch little Conſe- 
quence at this Seaſon, and however great 
your Concern. is, that you have no Power 
to do any Service to the Public in this 
Time of Danger? Will you bear to think 
thus meanly of yourſelves? Will you, in 
a Time of publick Commotion, think Di- 


verſion 


7] 
verſion to be your Province? Can you be 
ſo humble as to imagine you may indulge 
| yourſelves at this Time in patronizing Tra- 
lian Singers and French Harlequins ; becauſe 
what you do is of no Conſequence ; 
tho” the well known Stories of almoſt all 
the Nations in the World are evident Proofs 
of the contrary, and ſhew that however leſs 
able we may be actually to wield the Sword 
of War, that of State hath been often as 
wiſely truſted to our Hands, and as judi- 
ciouſſy and ſucceſsfully managed by us: 
For which I ſhall quote no foreign Inſtances, 
having thoſe two great Examples of Queen 
Elizabeth and Queen Anne before my Eyes, 
whoſe Reigns do not only an Honour to 
their Sex, but in particular to their Coun- 


| try women. 1 | 


Nay, if Martial Glory itſelf was our 
Ambition, might we not appeal to the Ex- 
ample of Semiramis, who after having made 
Media, Lybia, and Ægypt ſubmit to her 
Power, extended her Huſband's Conqueſts 
on the one Side as far as Ethiopia, and on 
the other advanced not only to the Indies, 
but made a great Progreſs in the Conqueſt 
thereof: Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra in 
Syria, _by her own Wiſdom and Valour, en- 

B 2 joy'd 
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joy'd the Title of Auguſta, and the Empire 


of the Eaſt for many Years, in Oppoſition 


to the Emperor Gailienus, and his Succeſſor 
Claudius ; and at laſt, before ſhe could be 

cenquered, Aurelian thought it worth his 
while to head his Forces through a March, 
in which they ſuſtained great Miſeries and 
Difficulties, through the Enemy's continual 
Moleſtation, to beſiege this great Queen's 
Capital City Palmyra; where they met fo 
brave a Reſiſtance, that they were miſe- 


: rably diſtreſſed, and the Emperor himſelf 


often in great Danger; nor could Zenobia 
be prevailed on by any Promiſes or Threats 
to yield herſelf a Slave, before irreſiſtable 
Force overcame her, To return nearer 
home, and nearer to my Purpoſe, Did not 
Joan of Orleans fave France? Did not the 


| Czarina's Schemes and Conduct preſerve the 


Ruſfun Empire to her Huſband ? But Ex- 


_ amplesof a much leſs Heroic Kind will ſerve 


my Purpoſe ; and if the Mention of theſe 


_ glorious Names can fire you, by ſhewing you, 


you are not all ſuch poor inconſiderable Crea- 
tures as ſometimes diſgrace their Sex in a 
Side-Box or an Aſſembly, I ſhall have ſoon 
raiſed ſufficient Spirit not to make you emulate 
the Courage of Men yourſelves ; but to do 


all in your Power to raiſe that Emulation 


amongſt 


(9) 

amoneſt them. Let every Woman who 
hath any Power over a Huſband or a Lover, 
a Son or a Brother, exert it on this Occa- 
ſion to rouſe him in the Defence of his 
Country. A Woman of Honour ſhould 
deſpiſe, by the baſe whining Arts of a Cleo- 
patra, to gratify ſelfiſn Defires, or the Ten- 
derneſs of a Wife or a Mother, at the Ex- 
pence of making her Huſband or Son either 
ſacrifice their Duty or Honour. Had Cleo- 
patra loved Mark Anthony as ſhe ought, 
with that Love which poſſeſſes a ſenſible 
and a noble Mind, ſhe ſhould have driven 
him from her ; ſhe ſhould have buckled on 
his Armour, concealed her own Anxiety, 
and by her Chearfulneſs ſpirited him on to 
Battle; and as odd Doctrine as this may at 
firſt Sicht appear, if we will conſider it ſe- 
riouſly, I believe we ſhall find that all true 
Tenderneſs muſt exert itſelf for the Good, 
for the real Happineſs of its Object. What 
does any Woman who hangs upon her Hus- 
band, Father or Brother, with ſuch a dead 
Weight as to prevent his joining in the com- 
mon Intereſt for his own Preſervation, till 
the Enemy is at the Door, and ſhe may ſee 
him barbarouſly deſtroyed. before her Eyes, 
but tacitly confeſs, ſhe would ſacrifice the 

very Man the * pretends to love, her Fa- 


mily, 


(10) 


mily, her Poſterity, every Thing which 


| ſhould be moſt dear and ſacred, to her own 
unreaſonable Whims, to an overgrown 


Fear of her own immediate Safety, or ſame 
overgrown Delire, which ſhe would be 
more unwilling and aſhamed to own than 
any of the other Motives? What is this 
but acting like Children, who will not ſuffer 
their Nurſe to depart from them, tho' the 
Houſe is on Fire, to aſſiſt in extinguiſhing 


the Flames ? If therefore we would not 


be treated like Children, if we wiſh or 
hope Men of Senſe ſhould uſe us as Com- 
panions or Friends, let us not act a childiſh 
Part, but make ourſelves worthy to be uſed 
according to our own Deſire. Let us con- 


ſider that we are more nearly intereſted in 


ſtriving to prevent the Admiſſion of a Ban- 
ditti into the Kingdom, than even the 
Men themſelves, if we have that Notion of 
Honour which we deſire to be thought to 
have. Let us not incur David's Curſe of be- 
ing afraid where no Fear is, but look with 
due Horror on the Exchange of that preci- 
ous Liberty of making our own Choice, of 
being won by ſoft Perſuaſion and Proofs of 
gentle Love, to that of being ſubject to law- 
leſs Force, and ſacrificed to a Mixture of 
Wantonneſs and Tyranny. Let every = 
ther 


t xn] 


ther conſider, if this Inundation is not ſtopt, 


her prattling Boys, the Pledges of her Love, 


and the Darlings of her Heart, may be torn 
from her Sight; and Slavery, the French 


Gallies, and the Spaniſh Inquiſition, be their 


Portion, What may be the Fate of her 
Girls, whom ſhe watches over with ſo much 
tender Care, I have already hinted, and 


think the Subject too horrible to reſume; 
indeed almoſt too horrible even but to men- 


tion; what then muſt be the Reality? If 


Motherly Tenderneſs be, as it is commonly 


apprehended, ſuperior to that of a Father, 


the greater muit be her Concern, the more 
muſt ſhe feel, muſt ſhe fear thoſe Diſt reſſes 
which threaten her Poſterity, and conſe- 


quently the more muſt the Apprehenſion 


of their Slavery, and all thoſe Evils which 
this Rebellion, if ſucceſsful, would entail 
upon them, awaken her Vigilance, and put 


her on doing, on ſuffering, on ſacrificing 


every Thing in her Power to prevent it. 


In ſhort, in this Time of public Calamity, 
when Peace, Plenty, Liberty and Religion, 


are on the one Hand, and Ravage, Deſola- 


tion, Rapine, Cruelty, Slavery, and Popiſh 


| Superſtition on the other, a Woman of 


Senſe and Honour cannot fit quietly down 
un- 


Wa 8 ih APES! #4 


n 
unconcerned at the Event, in which ſhe 
hath an equal, nay I think a ſuperior Inte- 


reſt even to the Men themſclves. To give 


up herſelf at this Time to Diverſion and 
idle Amuſement, muſt argue a weak and a 
childiſh Mind, and muſt make thoſe Men 
of Senſe who have hitherto been our Advo- 
cates, hereafter aſhamed to vindicate our 
Cauſe, and be filent when Fools and Cox- 
combs lay their uſual Claim to Aſcendency 
over us in Underſtanding. Let us therefore 
exert ourſelves in our Sphere; let the Young 


and Fair, who have it in their Power to re- 


ward Heroes, look with Contempt on every 


Man who does not attend his King and Coun- 


try's Call in their Defence; and let Mothers 
and Wives gird on the Sword, and even 
drive (harſh as it may ſound) their Sons 
and Huſbands to the Field. I: there is any 
Woman mean enough to act the - contrary 
Part, let her not, at the ſame time, indulge 
her Pride, in the Imagination that ſhe has 
more Love, more Tenderneſs than the reſt 


of her Sex. Let not thoſe amiable Quali- 


ties, by Miſtake, be ſo debaſed; but let her 
coniider herſelf in the Light Truth muſt re- 
preſent her, as too filly to foreſee any Con- 
ſequences, or too ſelſiſh to give up to any 
Conſideration, her own pretent Humour; 


: and 


+ 88 ] 
and I fancy there is not a Woman in. Great 


Britain but would be ſhocked at ſo de- 
formed a Picture of herſelf. 


Be not 1 my Country women, 
tho rough military Encounters are peculiar 
to the Men, there is a Spirit which becomes 
our Sex as well as. theirs, a Spirit without 
which our Chaſtity, nay our Tenderneſs, 
is a mere Illuſion. The Woman who hath 
a Fear ſuperior. to that of Baſeneſs, is at beſt 
an ignoble Animal, and ſhe who would de- 
fire, nay who. would ſuffer her Huſband to 
bea Coward, can never love a brave Man as 
ſhe ought, 


If all theſe indie are too wank, 
if King, Country, Intereſt, Huſband, Fa- 
ther, Brother, and Poſterity, are not Argu- 
ments ſufficient, let us ſee what is to be ſaid 
on the Side of Glory, of which as the Roman 
Hiſtory will furniſh us with numberleſs 
Inſtances in Men, fo neither is it deficient 
with regard to us. At the very Beginning 

of the Roman Empire, in the Reign of Ro- 

mulus, the Women by their Courage in 
running into the Midſt of a Battle, and af- 
terwards by their Mediation, calmed the 

C Fury 
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Fury of two great Armies, and turned a 
bloody War into Peace and Friendſhip. 
Here was true Spirit and true Tenderneſs 
exerted in one and the ſame Inſtance. When 
the enraged Coriolanus was at the Gates of 
Rome, at the Head of her Enemies, me- 
nacing Deſtruction, nothing but the En- 
treaties of his Wife and Mother could: have 


| blunted the Edge of his Sword, foftened 


3 3 bis Heart, and ſaved the State from De- 
Fi ſtruction. When Rome was taken by the 


Gault, and the Scene of all Kinds of Miſe- 
1 ry and Deſolation, the Capitol being their 
= - only remaining Hope, the Women, to their 
F | immortal Honour, ran with Emulation 
which ſhould get foremoſt to preſent their 
Gold in order to redeem their Country. 


| I have a ſtrong Imagination a Lady would 
1 ſmile at the celebrated Buſa's Fate, who 
from her generouſly feeding and cloathing 
the Roman Soldiers at her own Expence, 
after the memorable Defeat at Canna, was 
| at the End of the War decreed uncommon 
| | Honours by the Roman Senate, and her 


Fame preſerved even to this Day. In what 
a different Light does ſhe appear from thoſe 
others of her Stx, who in the Time of public 
„ | Calamity, 


(45) 

5 Cilamity, when Hannibal ravaged Tah, 
and the public Treaſure was exhauſted, 
_ were forced to be reſtrained by Law from 
Luxury and Oſtentation. But let the Glo- 
ry of the Britiſb exceed that of the Roman 
Ladies, as far as the Choice of what is right 
does that of being conſtrained to it. Let 
it not be ſaid in future Ages, when De- 
ſolation threatened our King and County, 
that Diverſion, Luxury and Oſtentation 


filled our Minds. Let us contradict the 


heavy Cenſures of the old ſevere Cato, not 
by Rage and Invectives, but by our Actions, 
When all is at Stake. Let us not childiſh- 
ly claſp faſt a Rattle, whilſt we let go every 
Thing that i is moſt valuable and dear to us. 


| 8 remember the ſeeing a poor Tradeſman 5 
ek ruined, his Credit deſtroyed, and his 
Children Beggars, for the want of a ſmall 
Sum which his Wife inſiſted on laying out 
in Things ſhe imagined ſhe could not live 
without, The Contemptibleneſs of this 
your fooliſh Woman's Conduct, and the 
Miſchief ſhe brought upon herſelf, as well 
as on her Hoſhand, muſt be obvious to 
every Eye; 'tis needleſs to make the Ap- 
Plication ; and I heartily wiſh the 3 
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the Glory which this would caſt on the Sex 


( I 6 ) 
of all my Countrywomen may be ſuch, 
that not one of them may bring this Story 
to the Remembrance of any of their Ac- 
quaintance. 


In ſhort, now is the Time, Ladies, 
when you have an Opportunity of exerting 
yourſelves, and throwing all general and un- 
generous Satyrs againſt you, whether in the 
Railing or Humourous Stile, back on the 


Authors of them. And for God's ſake, 


in ſuch a Time as this, turn all your 


Thoughts on the general Intereſt; let your 


whole Application be on the Means to make 
yourſelves (as far as your Province will al- 
low) Inſtruments to preſerve the Nation: 
In ſuch a Time as this, inſtead of thinking 
yourſelves adorned by coſtly Jewels, or-great 
by the Poſſeſſion of any Signs of Magnifi- 


cence, look upon them as ſo many Marks 


of want of Spirit. Thoſe Signs of Magni- 


ficence, thoſe Jewels now in the publick 
"Treaſury, would throw a greater Luſtre 
over the Poſſeſſors of them, and ſhow them 
in more beautiful Colours to the Eyes of 
Men worth wiſhing to be ſeen by, than the 
wearing them could poſſibly do. Confider 


ia 
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In general, and on every Individual in par- 

ticular; and I am convinced a few Days 
will produce a Fund of this Kind, which 
of itſelf alone will be able to defeat the Pre- 
tender's Hopes. Nor do I doubt, that as 
we are unable to contribute perſonal Strength | 
in Concert with the Men, we ſhall outdo 
them in Subſcriptions on this Occaſion. 


In ſuch a Time as this, throw off every 
Thought but for the public Good ; prove 
yourſelves capable of real Affection, by da- 
ring rather to think on the Venture of the 
Lives of your Huſbands, Fathers, Sons or 
Brothers, than the much more terrifide Ven- 
ture of their Fortunes, Liberty, Religion; 
in ſhort, of every human Happineſs. What 
a Degree of Selfiſnneſs muſt that be, which 
makes us wiſh to keep before our Eyes the 
Objects we vainly fancy we love, altho' at 
the Expence of ſeeing them groaning in 
Slavery, and almoſt curſing their Being, 

which they are forced thus to languiſh 
away in Miſery ? What Engliſh Woman 
could behold her Husband a Slave, and 
view her little Infants, her own Progeny, 
with a Thought of their being born to the 
lame diſaſtrous Fate, without raving with 
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( 18 ) 
Madneſs, and being drove to the utmoſt 
Deſpair, without wiſhing her Huſband was 
paſt. the Senſe of his Suffering, and that her 
Children might never live to come to it. To 


be reduced, as the moſt eligible Alternative, 


to wiſh thoſe we love were no more, is a 


State ſo very deplorable, I cannot mention 
it without Horror, nor think on it but with 


the utmoſt Conſternation. I therefore hope 
it will not be thought impertinent, if I 
once more, Ladies, beg you will gird on the 
Sword, and drive from you, in this Time 
of public Danger, your Huſbands, Fathers, 
Sons, in ſhort, every Man whoſe Preſerva- 
tion is moſt dear to you. Let Indignation, 
Contempt, and the utmoſt Scorn from eve- 
ry Woman in Great Britain, be the Fate 
of the Wretch who can be ſupinely indo- 
lent, or from daftardly Cowardice think 
of his own Safety in the Midſt of his Coun- 
try's Wreck. In all your Converſations treat 
him with Reproach, and in your continual 
Frowns make him deſpair, till he be convinced, 


by being deſpiſed, ſcorned, and drove from 


amongſt you, that ſuch. Wretches as make 


themſelves utterly unworthy of your Fa- 
vour, can have no Hopes of obtaining 
it. Uſe all your Influence to promote 


* a amongſt 
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amongſt the Men a general Unanimity in 


Defence of his preſent Majeſty's Perſon and 


Government, as the only Means by which 
you can hope to avoid the horrible Miſeries 


| abovementioned, and as the only Means by 
which you can hope to enjoy- Peace, Plenty, 


Liberty of Choice, Love, Honour, or any 


one of thoſe Bleſſings which can make 


Life deſirable in the * of a 3 
Lady. | 
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